
Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(CRBA)

American Citizen Services  ● U.S. Embassy Argentina    



A CRBA is the official record of claim to U.S. citizenship for a 
child born abroad to a U.S. citizen parent or parents.

You may apply for both the U.S. passport and Social Security 
card* at your CRBA appointment.

* This option is only available for children until the age of 11. If your child is older please 
contact the Federal Benefits Unit at: fbu.argentina@ssa.gov

WHAT IS A CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH ABROAD (CRBA)? 

mailto:fbu.argentina@ssa.gov


Forms:
 CRBA Application DS-2029
 Passport Application DS-11
 Social Security Card Application SS-5

Form Guidelines:
 EMAIL all forms and documents to ACS at buenosaires-acs@state.gov
 Bring COMPLETED forms to your appointment.
 Fill the applications out ONLINE.
 DO NOT SIGN.

Both parents and child should attend*

*if one parent is deceased, an official death certificate should be provided

WHAT OFFICIAL FORMS DO I NEED TO PREPARE AND
WHO NEEDS TO COME TO THE APPOINTMENT? 

https://eforms.state.gov/Forms/ds2029.pdf
https://pptform.state.gov/?Submit2=Complete+Online+%26+Print
https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf
mailto:buenosaires-acs@state.gov


REQUIRED: THE CHILD’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE



REQUIRED: PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP OF THE U.S. CITIZEN PARENT(S)

Acceptable proof:
 Current U.S. passport 
 U.S. birth or naturalization certificate 



REQUIRED: PARENT’S MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
(IF APPLICABLE)



REQUIRED: EVIDENCE OF THE TERMINATION OF ANY PREVIOUS MARRIAGES
(IF APPLICABLE)

Acceptable documents:
 Divorce decree
 Annulment decree
 Death certificate.



• The U.S. citizen must demonstrate the biological relationship 
between him/her and the child.

• To do so, the relationship between the parents should be 
demonstrated prior to the child’s birth.

• Evidence may include photos of the parents together, 
hospital records, social media posts over the course of the 
relationship, letters, joint bills and accounts, etc.

Note: parents should not conduct DNA (genetic) testing unless specifically requested by the U.S. Embassy. DNA 
test results can only be used if the testing is conducted under the auspices  of the Consular Section DNA 
Testing Program.

REQUIRED: EVIDENCE OF RELATIONSHIP



REQUIRED: EVIDENCE OF THE U.S. CITIZEN PARENT(S)’ 
PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN THE U.S. 

Continuous Physical Presence 
(No foreign travel) Interruption! Interruption!Continuous Physical Presence 

(No foreign travel)

The sum of all periods of continuous physical presence is the total physical 
presence.
Physical presence does not include time on: 
 short-term foreign travel (the trip to Mexico), or 
 long-term foreign travel (the move to Argentina)

Physical presence is time spent physically in the U.S. and must be shown prior to the birth of the child.



• Original, official documents which cover the entire duration
of the claimed period are evidence of physical presence. The 
more evidence, the more likely your case will be decided 
quickly. When in doubt, bring it!  

• Click here for guidance on required physical presence and 
continue to the next slide for more information:

HOW DO I PROVE PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN THE U.S.?

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/travel-legal-considerations/us-citizenship/Acquisition-US-Citizenship-Child-Born-Abroad.html


PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE:
OLD/CURRENT PASSPORTS

Passport stamps can be used to 
demonstrate physical presence.



These passport stamps demonstrate and account for 5 years and 6 
months of physical presence in the U.S.

EXAMPLE OF PASSPORT STAMPS

Earliest entry to U.S.

Next period of travel outside U.S.

Re-entry to U.S.

Next period of travel outside U.S.



PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE: 
OFFICIAL SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS, MILITARY RECORDS, MEDICAL RECORDS

School Transcripts:

 Transcripts must show classes taken in the U.S.
 Diplomas showing only a degree earned do not prove presence.
 Study abroad in a U.S. program but outside of the U.S. does not 

count as physical presence.

Military Records:

 Time spent overseas for U.S. military 
service can count as physical presence, 
but you must provide official records as 
proof.

Medical Records:

 Medical records with exact 
dates of treatment can be 
used as additional proof of 
physical presence.



• The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) is a law that gives you the right to access 
information from the federal government.

• Through FOIA, you can request your U.S. border entry/exit records from U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection and use them as proof of physical presence. Make an online 
FOIA request at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s FOIA request page, where 
you will select CBP FOIA Division.

• Make sure to read the FOIA FAQ for questions regarding the process– submitting a 
request, potential fees, how to check your request status, etc.

• Plan in advance: CBP receives a high volume of FOIA requests, and responses may take 
some time. 

PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE: 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/request
http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia/faq-foia


• CRBA: 100 USD
• Passport: 115 USD
• SSN card: Free of charge

These fees can be paid in cash (dollars/pesos) or by an international 
credit card (charged in USD) the day of your appointment.

IS THERE A FEE FOR THIS PROCESS?
HOW DO I PAY?



Documents are printed in the U.S. and delivered via DHL Argentina.

Please visit DHL before the appointment.

 CABA: Av. Cabildo 1209 (Belgrano)
 CABA: 25 de Mayo 447 (Microcentro)
 Córdoba: Ayacucho 23, Córdoba City
 Mendoza:  Patricias Mendocinas 927, Mendoza City
 Rosario: Av. Pellegrini 1075, Rosario City

HOW DO I ARRANGE DELIVERY?



COMPLETED FORMS

❏ CRBA Application DS-2029
❏ Passport Application DS-11
❏ Social Security Card Application SS-5

OTHER DOCUMENTS

❏ Child’s argentine birth certificate;
❏ Parents’ marriage certificate (if applicable);
❏ Divorce or death certificate (if applicable);
❏ Evidence of parent(s) U.S. citizenship;
❏ Proof of physical presence in the United States of the U.S. citizen parent(s);
❏ Proof of biological relationship to the child;
❏ Passport/identification document of non-U.S. citizen parent;
❏ Child's Argentine passport, DNI or other foreign passport;
❏ Passport photo;
❏ CRBA and Passport application fees (to be paid at the Embassy);
❏ DHL Waybill.

PRE-APPOINTMENT CHECKLIST

https://eforms.state.gov/Forms/ds2029.pdf
https://pptform.state.gov/?Submit2=Complete+Online+%26+Print
https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf
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